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BNSF Places Ultra-Low-Emissions Locomotives in Service in  

DFW and Houston 
 

FORT WORTH, Texas, May 19, 2008 –BNSF Railway Company today announced that 

it has placed 67 GenSet switch locomotives in service for the Dallas/Fort Worth and Houston 

areas. The GenSets were acquired through the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality’s 

(TCEQ) Emissions Reduction Incentive Grants (ERIG) Program, which provides grants to 

eligible projects in non-attainment areas and affected counties. 

The GenSet locomotive is a low-horsepower switch locomotive with three engines that 

operate only as needed, potentially reducing nitrogen oxide and particulate matter emissions by 

80 to 90 percent and improving fuel efficiency by 15 percent over standard switch engines. 

“BNSF is pleased to have received this funding as part of the TCEQ’s Texas Emissions 

Reduction Plan (TERP),” said Mark Stehly, assistant vice president, Environmental and Research 

and Development. “Rail transportation is the most environmentally friendly form of surface 

transportation, the most fuel-efficient mode, and the most effective way to reduce congestion on 

our nation’s highway. Not only can rail help to improve air quality in non-attainment areas such 

as Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth, it is the most efficient way to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and meet our future energy needs.” 

“Although major strides have been made, and continue to be made, with respect to 

reductions in industrial point source emissions, the overall air quality problems will only truly be 

addressed if there are additional reductions in areas such as mobile sources,” said Donna Phillips, 

regional director, TCEQ Houston Region Office. “The positive effect of voluntary emission 

reductions through participation in programs such as TERP cannot be overstated.” 

  

- more-  



  
Environmentally Friendly Locomotives -- Page 2 

 

Jim Wurtz, NREC’s vice president marketing and sales, said, “These EPA Certified and 

CARB recognized N-ViroMotive GenSet units have emission levels unequalled worldwide for 

original equipment manufacturers of freight locomotives and are several years in advance of 

anticipated EPA emissions regulations for new switching and freight haul locomotives.” 

Congressman Kevin Brady stated, “Freight rail has proven to be a very environmentally 

friendly way to transport goods across America and these ultra-low-emissions locomotives make 

it even cleaner. This is a good investment in clean air and I applaud the Texas Commission on 

Environment Quality and BNSF on their innovative partnership. If we are serious about 

addressing future transportation issues, we need to invest more in the rail infrastructure of our 

nation.” 

 In addition to the delivery of the GenSets, over the last decade, BNSF has acquired about 

2,700 low-emissions, more fuel-efficient locomotives, replacing a significant portion of its 6,400-

engine road and switch fleets. One type of locomotive that BNSF has acquired is the GE 

Evolution® Services locomotive.  

“GE Transportation invested approximately $400 million to develop the Evolution® 

Series locomotive over an eight-year period. Entering the market in 2005, the Evolution® Series 

locomotive is now the most technologically advanced, fuel-efficient and eco-friendly diesel-

electric locomotive in history. It delivers up to 5 percent higher fuel efficiency and a 40 percent 

reduction in emissions over its predecessor,” said Barry K. Hall, TST Sales Leader, GE 

Transportation. “The Evolution® Series locomotive serves as one of GE's first products to be 

certified as part of its Ecomagination initiative. Ecomagination is a company wide commitment to 

developing technology designed to help customers satisfy environmental challenges, to maximize 

performance and reduce cost.”   

 

About BNSF’s Environmental Efforts 

BNSF Railway’s comprehensive approach to environmental stewardship promotes 

sustainability in the communities it serves today, and gives future generations a cleaner road 

ahead. Rail is the most fuel efficient mode of surface transportation, moving a ton of freight more 

than 400 miles on a single gallon of diesel fuel. As the rail industry’s intermodal leader, BNSF 

also is a leader in environmental stewardship. Each BNSF intermodal train moves takes more 

than 280 long-haul trucks off the nation’s crowded highways. 
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About BNSF Railway  

A subsidiary of Burlington Northern Santa Fe Corporation (NYSE:BNI), BNSF Railway 

Company operates one of the largest North American rail networks, with about 32,000 route 

miles in 28 states and two Canadian provinces. BNSF is among the world's top transporters of 

intermodal traffic, moves more grain than any other American railroad, carries the components of 

many of the products we depend on daily, and hauls enough low-sulfur coal to generate about ten 

percent of the electricity produced in the United States. BNSF is an industry leader in Web-

enabling a variety of customer transactions at www.bnsf.com.   
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